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SOMEBODY'S BLUNDER

Which -- Caused the Rout at Chancellors-yill- e.

CONFIDENT GENERALS,

"Who --Would' Not Credit the
"Warnings.

STONEAY ALL'S BLOW.

The Confusion. Which Followed
Its Delivery.

sv gex. j. c. lki:, colonel 55th onio, and
OF OHIO.

Much has been written and probably nniek
fciore will be written of the Eleventh Corps.

At Chancellorsville, May 2, 1SG3, a disaster
befell that eorps, w Inch has in a great raeas-er- e

been laid at ihe door of the arms-hearin- g

men and subordinate officers. This is at
once unjust and cruel. No veterans of the
Begnlar Army could have maintained their
ground under the same circumstances.

TUB WltlTElt'S POSITION.

I propose to give such facts as 1 of myoma
observation can state, and to give-- nothing
from hearsay. I was in command of the
65th Ohio. The Eleventh Corps consisted
of three divisions, commanded by Gens.
Devens, Steinwchr and Schurz. Devens's
Division was on the extreme right of the
corps, r.nd the coqis on the right of the
army. This division had two brigades
Von Gilsa's and McLean's. Von Gilsa?s was
on the right, and McLean's nest to it. My
regiment, on the right of McLean's, was
next to the left of Von Gilsa's. In McLean's
Brigade were four Ohio regiments 25th,
55th, 75th and 107th and the 17th Conn.,
Col. Noble.

THE BATTLE LIKE
of the division was on the old Orange Court-

house road from Fredericksburg, via Clian-cellorsvil- ie,

to Orange Court-hous- e. A new

Orange Court-hous- e road had been opened,
branching off from the old road, between
Chancellcraville and the position held by
Devens's brigade. This new road ran nearly
cou illwest. The old road, where the division
was posted, ran nearly westward, with a
Blight deviation to the north, giving the
division, which was in line on the south line
of the road, a slight fronting to the west of
south. A rail fence was in front of McLean's
Brigade, and woods in front and rear of Von
Gilsa's. The road beyond Von Gilsa's right
was somewhat crooked and not over 30 feet
wide, --vvith thick woods on both Bides so far
as could be seen from his right, which was
not far.' In, front ofMcLean there was open
ground. Gens. Devens and McLean were
quartered at the house of Mr. Hatch, near
McLean's Brigade, just on the Koulh side of
the old road. The other divisions of the
Eleventh Corps were on the left of McLean
and toward Chancellorsville, but how posted
I only Icdow from "what I saw as we were
driven back toward Chancellorsville.

THE OUDEB, OF BATTLE.
Beginning on Von Gilsa's right, which rested

jn the old road, in the woods, one of his reg-

iments, the largest, less than a year in the
cervice,was in line across the road and facing
westward, and behind an abatis made by
felling timbers in a windrow. My under-
standing then was that it was a "raw"
regiment from Pennsylvania, and the uni-
forms of the men seemed fresh, and the
whole appearance was not th.it of experi-
enced soldiers. Whether any of this brigade
were in reserve in the rear of the line I do
not remember. Its left connected closely
with my right. My regiment on its left
connected with the 107th Ohio, and that
with the 17th Conn. In the rear of the 55th
was the 75th, and in rear of the 107th the
25th Ohio, both in close column by divis-
ions, and fronting to the 3outh. This dispo-
sition was made on the 1st and was main-
tained till about 6 p. in. of the 2d of May.
On the morning of the 2d Gen. Hooker rode
along the rear of the division, where he was
received with the enthusiastic shouts of all.
He was accompanied by the corps and
division commanders.

THE MOUSING WAS FOGGY,
and the mist was not entirely gone at 10 a.
m. This fact aided Stonewall Jackeon in
concealing somewhat his movement to our
right flank across our front.

About 10 a. m. we could, in the southeast,
on a high and distant point, see some evi-
dence of troops moving southerly or south-
westerly. I at once went to the Hatch
house to learn from McLean, my next
superior officer, what it meant. He said the
supposition was that Lee's army was in re-

treat. Not satisfied with that, upon inquir-
ing of him I found he knew nothing of the
road on which the movement was taking
place. I suggested that the old man Hatch
be called and questioned about it. McLean
declined to do that, as he was quartered in
his house. McLean withdrew, and on my
own responsibility I hunted up Hatch, took
him to the point where the moving troops
could be seen, and pointed them out to him.
For a long time he said he could not see any
troops. I knew he could, and told him so,
nd also told him that he must befoie I left

him tell me on what road (hey were moving
and all its connections. He objected, but 1

plainly told him that his person and prop-
erty were in our hands, aud he must tell,
end tell truthfully, all about that and the
Euccession of roads around to our right
flank on the road on which we were
then lying. I made him go with me to a
part of his door-yar- d not covered with grass,
and"under his instructions I marked out the
route -- from where wo could see the troops
wound to our right flank, and got the dis-

tance, which was not over eight miles. I
then dismissed him, got Gen. McLean,
tto'wed him the diagram of the roads and

gave him the distance, together with my
firm conviction that Jackson would soon

ATTACK OUK RIGHT FLANK:
He said he would inform Gen. Devens. and

I returned to my command. Without any
delay I communicated these facts to Capt.

Bobbins, --who was in command of the picket-lin- e

in front of our division, and requested
him to make every eflbrt to learn whether
the enemy was moving across our front to
our right flank.

Three different messengers were sent to
me from the picket-lin- e between 11 a. m.
and 4 p.m., each one of whom 1 knew. They
each bore messages showing that both in-

fantry and artillery in heavy force were
passing across our front around to our right
fiank. I took each of these three messen-

gers and their messages to Generals McLean
and Devens. No action was taken upon the
first two, and when the third came, I in-

sisted on having such action taken as the
danger of a Hank attack required. Gen.
Devens urged that he had no such informa-
tion from corps or army headquarters, and
with some impatience said to me, that ' it
was not worth while to be scared before we
were hurt." Of course I left, aud had no
further communication with him till after
the attack was begun. Ho did, howeve
just as I was leaving, dispatch a staff officer
to corps headquarters with instructions to

inquire whether they had any information that
the enemy was passing to our right Jlanlc. The
officer was not instructed to communicate
the information that had been given by my-

self to division headquarters. Cols. Richard-
son, of the 25th, and Keilcy, of the 75th,
were aware of all the above facts, and,
like myself, made every prepara-
tion ihey could for the expeeted at-

tack. Soou after I saw Gen. Devens the last
time above mentioned, some scouts were
sent out through the woods on our right,
and in the course of three quarters of an
hour or less they came back, one at a time,
and reported a largo bony of the nemy on
our right fiank apparently resting. They
were both iufautryand artillery, and beyond
the woods, in open ground.

A SQUADRON OF CAVALRY

under a Captain was also afterwards sent out
to reconnoiter. He soon returned, and I
heard him make his report to Gen. Devens,
who was in his saddle in the rear of my line.
The Captain said to Gen. Devens he could go
only a little ways, for he encountered a heavy
body of the enemy's infantry. The General,
with manifest dissatisfaction, said :

" I wish I could get gome one who could
make a reconnaissance for me."

The Captain quietly but firmly replied :

"General, I can go farther, but I can't
promise to return."

1 did not know of any further efforts at a
reconnaissance, and Gen. Devens rode to-

ward the left of the division and outof my
sight. It was now nearly 6 p. rii. No
change of position was made in the line. In
ray anxiety I rode to the right of the divis-
ion. Just as I reached there I saw a squad
of the ene"nrys cavalry ride up on The old
road, within 20 rods of the "raw" Pennsyl-
vania regiment, look for a minute and with-
draw. Not a shot was fired on either side.
I do not absolutely know it, but I am
morally certain there was not a man on picket
on the right or rear of our line.

OPENING THE ATTACK. "

I at once hurried back to my command.
I had scarcely reached it when the firing be-

gan by the attacking column of Jackson.
Our picJcet-lin- c in our front was undisturbed.
The attack, coming whence it did, was un-

heralded by any picket firing. The right
of the division, Von Gilsu'sBrigade, had been
reported as not under arms when the attack
began. This is not correct. The brigade
was within my view; there were some little
coffee fires in the rear of the line, and there
may have been some arms in stack.

It is certainly true that they had no in-

formation leading them to expect a fiank or
rear attack. They were not surprised in the
sense of not being ready to light. They were
thoroughly surprised in having a heavy at-

tacking column, without warning, strike
them in flank and rear. Flippant writers
have magnified the above facts into a cruel
injustice toward that brigade, and through
it toward the whole corps. The rank and
file of the Eleventh Corps are no more to be
blamed for that rout than pins in a bowling
alley for falling when struck by the ball of
the player.

So soon ss the firing began, and before its
effect was felt where I was, I galloped to ihe
left and found Gens. McLean and Devens
together in their saddles in the rear of tho
loft of the 107th, and reported an attack on
the right flank of the division and no enemy
in front. At the same time I asked leave to
change front and fight. Gen. Devens made
no answer, and Gen. McLean said " Not yet?
My return to my command was at full
speed. By that time the line of

VON GILSA'S BRIGADE WAS "BREAKING
and its soldiers beginning to fly eastward in
our rear. None of them were in position to
fight, except the regiment that know nothing
about it.

The enemy .began to show a long lap over
the rear of our line, aud to be moving stead-
ily forward. I could not fire a piece. There
was no enemy in front, and theVonGilsa
line was in the load between my flank and the
enemy. Again with utmost speed I weut to
Gens. McLean and Devens, and saluting, an-

nounced that the enemy with his attacking
column was advancing, overlapping our
rear, aud there was no enemy in front, and
waited a moment for orders, when I received
a dismissing eigne, and returned to my
command.

By that time the regiment withdrew its
line to the north side of the road to escape
tho enfilading grape and canister that came
along the road. AMhat juncture my horse,
recching

A MADDENING CHARGE OF CANISTER,
bore me away, uncontrollable, towards the
advancing column ; but all my strength
thrown upon the right rein so deflected his
coiot e that, unguided, he dashed under the
low, heavy arm of one of the many oaks in
our rear and riht, tearing mo off, and leav

ing me for a brief time unconscious. Upon
recovery, the first thing I noticed was my
horse making toward the left of the divis-
ion. I did not see him afterwards. He died
that evening, as I was told by wounded men
of the regiment who remained on tho field.
With nothing but my sword and field glass,
one over one shoulder and the other over
the other, I made my way back to the place
where I had left the 55th, but it was not
there. It had been swept away. Many of
its brave men fell there dead, and others
were wounded, without firing a defensive
Bhot. There was blundering, criminal
blundering. For less offenses courts-marti- al

have pronounced the severest military sen-

tences.
If corps and army headquarters had the

facts showing the impending attack that
brigade and division headquarters had, then
the responsibility is there. If not, then
they ought to have been furnished these
facts by the division commander, or he
should have acted like a soldier and com-

manding officer. What he should Lave- done
I will not say, but something to avoid the
great calamity. .
For Tjik "Natioxai.. TniiiusK.

vrAit SONGS.

BY W. T. HOLI.AXD.

The supper tilings were clenrcI Hvay
Tin- - old m:m fill ill) s snulitiK Kiieet

Hofore tlio tire, who-- o tpurk nml piny
Flickered mid fell. Then he nddrcbbcd
The beloved youth, n (he fmnily,
Mother nnd mjii and cltiiighters three,

Ciunc one by one with juiet trend :

'"Tis early yet, and the niyht in long,
And wo must hnvc mieo more u sent;

A bonj; of during mid deeds," he Biiid.

The young man, wnitinp:, nnd eager to please,
Touched sharp and btrong the orgnn keys :
"Urine; the good old bugle, boys, we'll hr.vo

another bong;
Sing it i itli a Bpirit that will atnrt the world along;
King it as we used to ting it. fifty thoiiMind etrong,

While we were marching through Georgia.
Hurrah! hurrnh! we'll sound the jubilee ;

Hurrah ! hurrah! for the Hag that makes men free;
So we sang the chorus from Atlanta to tho aen.

While we went marching through Georgia."

The singer eensed, the silence fell ;
Then softly the organ broke the spell :

"We are tenting ht on the old enmp ground ;
Give us n song to cheer

Our weary hearts a song of homo
And friends we love so dear.
Many are the henits that are weary to-nig-

Wishing for the wnr to cease;
Many are the hearts looking for the right

To sec the dawn of peace.
Tenting tenting t.

Tentifigon the old camp ground.

The old man's eyes were moist with tears,
And he lived again in the stirring years
When heroes went forth from every door,
And time was marked by the cannon's roar.

"My boy was with Grant in his great canfpaign
At Donclson. Shiloh, and Vicksburg, too;
With brave MePherson, so loyal ami true,

And the gallant fellows who stood the strain
Of marching and hunger and mud und rain,

And stuck and hung till Vicksburg fell.

"Let me sec 'twas nlong in sixty-thre- e

You cannot remember it very well
You were n lad. ns your youth will tell ;

'Twas in sixty-thre- e, the Fourth of Jujy,
And the sun blazed down from a bin ning sky
When tho news was wired the country o'er
That Grant hnd beaten the Kebs once more.
And wo shouted for joy in village and town
Ab the ilebel stronghold tumbled down.

"My boy was there in tho thick of things
At Corinth, luka and Holly Springs.
At "lack Itivcr Ihidge and Champion Hill,

AlJaekeon, and Itnyiunnd. nnd every fight
They gave the liebs their eternal fill.

And never stopped, nor day. nor night.
But pounded away till 1'embcrton
Snid he had enough, and the thing was done.

"When we got the news the people were wild.
And the (Iag4 flew out nml the bonfires blnzed,
Aud it scorned as though tho folks was cra.ed ;

But. oh!" and he touched tho hair of the child
Who wns watching aud listening, half amazed,

"The others were Hinging their hntb for Joy,
But I I was thinking nbout my boy.

"They talked of the victory and pence ngnin
I looked for the lists of wounded and slain.
But I got no news as the days went by,
A lingering, biekening eternity.

"I remember we'd gnthercd the wheat in, nil,
When there came n letter, soiled and worn,
The writing faded, the corner torn,

That told of my boy in the hospital.

"I wnn't used to th' railroads then.
And 1 know not how fast wo ought to go;
But I never wiw oxen that moved so clow

As that tram went. But the time came when
At the front J found my boy again.

"I wouldn't have known him, he was so thin,
Hisf.ice all bearded anil pinched with woo

But ho knew me when they led mo in
Aud what I fcaid 1 do not know.

But he drew mo flown to his heart, I know.
And cried like a child and I eiied, too.

"When Igot him home he knew the follcn,
Ami wo llxed him a bed in this very room.
With the morning sun and the plants in bloom;

And we tried to be cheerful nml crack our Jokes,
And wo hunted tho place and the neighborhood,

And went tf the town with willing feet
In beareh of things that might seem good

To brighten his room nnd tempt him to cat.

"I never saw mother so tender nnd glnd
Why, bless you. there wasn't a sacred thing
Hid away in the hou-- e that she didn't bring

To cheer that boy; and if she felt bid.
To see him to worn, and weak, und ill.
She'd go to the kitchen and cry there, t!ll,

Let he should know. Then she'd fly around
To M-- e if anything new could be found
To waken a smile or caoe his pain,
And make him know ho was home again.

"And tho neighbors! Why, man, you couldn't
believe

Tho w..y they kept coming dny by day,
And we could hardly compel them to loavo,

For every last one of them wanted to stay
Anil I knew from their actions they fult it a Joy
To help us take care of our soldier boy.

"There was neighbor Wilson he hnd h son
Fighting with blicrmnn scirco twenty-on- o,

And Bnscom nnd Smith I can't mind nil.
But 1 do believe thcie wasn't ti farm

But sent brave boys at their country's call ;
And they came with their gifts und words so

win in
That they nindc U3 feel and we've never forgot
That the world was better than people thought.

"But lie wasn't nt all like he used to be ;
The iiiiu citing, and lighting, and hospital,
The horrois of war, and the bugle call,
Obedience to duty, one nod all,

Hnd broken his spirit, so g.iy nnd free,
And my boy was no longer n boy to me,
But n sad, worn man through misery.

" lie never went out of the open floor
Till they curried him out one September day

(Fiirloughed men they Mcro, nil four,)
Through the weeping friends that lined the

way ;

Through the sobbing crowd, nnd wound nwny
To the little knoll by tho sleepy stream
Where the birds flit on, nnd tho flowers drenm;
While tho muflteil drums filled the nir with woo,
Aud the Homo C! minis, mnrching, und And slow,
Gathered and Mood in silence there
Till they liicd the Inst salute in nir.

"'Twas in Peptcmbor," he slowly said
" My boy ! My boy ! My boy !

Thcy.notieed tho droop pf tho Filvercd head,
But ere they could tench him he hnd fallen, dead."

A Veteran Association.
31. J. Bentty, Delavan, 111., writes that a

number of old veterans of tho war met at Pe-ki- n

recc-ntl-y, in the hall of .Too llatiun Tost,
and organized tho Tazewell Union Veteran
Association, electing tho following oflieera:
1'rcsidout, K. J lically; Vice-Presiden- ts, J.
Merriam, G. W. Upshav, J. M. Boach, Chris.
May, Thee. Van Hague, tidwanl Cross, Edward
McKibbon, David Power.?, I!. D. "Hradley, J. F.
13eal, William I'lcinining, Edward Pratt, Jo-
seph Miles, Thomas Frazicr, Josso Scott, N.
Humphrey, Thomas Cassaday, A. Bchrcns;
Secretary, IJ. R. Baekman, of Minicr; Treas-
urer, A. Bchrcns, of Pekin ; Executive Com-
mittee, S. K. Hatfield, J. jr. Guy, D. B. Gooch,
J. M." Melvin, and J. II. Beevea.

MILITARY MEMOIRS.

Driving Bragg's Army Out of Ken-

tucky.

A NOTED EENTUCEJA3T.

Gen. Rosecrans Takes Com-

mand of the Array.

ON TO STONE'S EIVER

Fierce Skirmishing Around
Nashville.

BY BKEYKT JIAJ.-GK- TO. P. OABL1K, COLONKT,
4T1I II. S. INK.

1SS5.J

VIII.
At Grab Orchard tho part of the army to

which I belonged Avent into camp aud re-

mained some days. Daring that period of
rest a general court-marti- al was convened
for the trial of certain officers. Brig.-Ge- n.

James B. Stcedtnan v?as President of the
court. I was Judge-Advocat- e. Col. George,
of a Minnesota regiment, was n member.
The other members Ido not now recall to
mind. During the session of thia court there
was some discussion of the battle of Perry-vill- o

and of Buell's merits. Finally it was
proposed by one of the members that a tele-Rraph- ic

should be sent jointly by
the members of the court-marti- al to Presi-

dent Lincoln expressing want of confidence
of the signers in Maj.-Ge- n. Don Carlos Buell,
Commauder of the Army of the Ohio, and
demanding his removal from command. Gen.
Steedman wrote tha dispatch. It was
signed by him, and, I believe, by every mem-

ber of the court-marti- al except myself. I
refused distinctly to sign it on the ground of
tho insubordinate, nnmilitary and unlawful
nature of the proceeding, But that dispatch
was sent by telegraph, and shortly after-
wards Gen. Buell was relieved. I do not
believe that dispatch produced this tcsuH,
but it was doubtless one of the drops that
filled the bucket. No proceedings were
taken against any member of that court-marti- al

for this proceeding, and I suppose
Buell never heard of it.

Another member proposed to write a
letter to Gen. Buell requesting that he be
informed by what authority of law Capt. or
Maj. C. C. Gilbert, of thellegular Army, was
aligned to the command of the Eighteenth
Corps and issued orders to said Corps pur-
porting to be issued by Maj.-Ge- n. Gilbert.
To the best of my recollection a letter of this
character was seut to Q.en. Buell4who there-
upon called on Gen. Gnpjsrt'for information
as to his exact rank. It resulted in Gen.
Gilbert's being relieved,, of course, from the
command of the Corps.

MOVE TO BOWLING ORBEX.
Tho weather was now becoming raw and

wet, and campaigning was nob very com-

fortable. But that was no time for rest, as
Bragg wa3 simply escaping from our front
in Kentucky in order to come up smiling
again in the fruitful garden south of Nash-
ville, in Ceutral Tennessee. Some new stars
shone on the shoulders of some who had
been distinguished at Perryville notably
on the broad shoulders of tho stalwart Rous-
seau. This dashing and in every way gal-

lant oflicer had taken the precaution that
tho world, nnd especially that part of the
planet known as "the dark aud bloody
ground," should not bo kept in ignorance of
his achievements. He took his fair historian
along with him, aud thoso who remember
reading the Louisville Journal for several
days after the battloof Perryville will recall
how faithfully she terved her hero with her
pen. Her panegyrics were so glowing and
highly colored that a disinterested reader
would naturally have. inferred that all the
valor, all tho military genius and all tho
masculine beauty in tho Army of the Ohio
was monopoltzed by Gen. Kousseau. And
it was generally admitted that Kousseau
was active and efficient in that battle and
did good righting. It necessarily enhanced
his reputation. liousseau'a mere iigme was
auch as to command admiration among sol
diers and women. Tall, largo in frame, and
muscular, without being in the least fleshy,
he was perfectly straight und appeared to
have the strength of a prize tighter and the
personal courage of the bulldog. He had
great ambition, too, and later in the war was
oueof those who had it grievance ihatntUioted
many gentlemen who were politicians at
home, but good soldiers during the war. He
fancied that Generals who had not graduated
at West Point were not as well treated in
assignment to commands as those who had.
He continued with that army till the Winter
of 18G3-- 4, in command of a,division, a very
honorable command. "When the Army of
the Cumberland was being remodeled, he
did not take, or did not receive, a com maud
in the field, but was ed to the com-

mand of Nashville and vicinity. Kousseau
was quito an object of admiration to u the
boys," as tho enlisted men were usually
called in the volunteer armies, aud when
ho passed through a. camp they generally
cheered him. They were also in the habit
of cheering and yelling when a rabbit was
seen running t hrough a camp. On one occa-
sion this yell attracted the attention of a
party of officers, among whom was Jeff C.
Davis. Some one aeked the cause of this
hilarity.

"ROUSSEAU OR A RABBIT,"
was Davis's response. With all Koueseau's
acknowledged gallantry in the field, my most
agreeablo recollection of him is connected
with a speech lie delivered in support of the
Union cause in tho Legislature of Kentucky
before ho entered tho military service. It
was an eloquent aud patriotic speech, and I
alwaj'8 respected him for that quite as much
ub for military services lf of the same
cause.

The Army of the Ohio, under Buell'i com- -'

lnaml, moved over the rough country from
,Crab Orchard to Bowling Green, where Gen.
Buell relinquished command of it and Maj.-Ge- n.

TV. S. Kosecrans assumed the command-Rosecrau- s

had gained success in several
small affairs in West Virginia very early in
the war, and had defeated Price at Corinth
in the Summer of 18G2, nnd was then very
prominently before the public He and G rant
had had some disagreement in regard to
a fight at luka, and perhaps that at Corinth,
and it was understood even then that there
waa no friendly feeling between them.
Kosecrans received the officers of his army
at least, those holding commands soon after
his arrival, and made a few remarks to them
in regard to the general policy he would
pursue, or purposed pursuing. The sub-
stance of it was that ho aimed to strike
the enemy whenever he could get an oppor-
tunity, or, in the language of tho Irishman
at Donnybrook fair, " wherever you see a
head, hit it," provided it was a rebel head,
lie created a very favorable impression on
all who met him, aud soon began to attract
the affection of tlie whole army. The name
of the army was changed to that of the Army
of the Cumberland. I believe it was here,
or about here (at Bowling Green), that Gen.
K. B. Mitchell was relieved from command
of the division to which my brigade be-

longed. Davis had not yet returned to his
division, but a Col. Woodruff, of Kentucky,
who for somo reason claimed to be a Brigadier--

General, was assigned by proper orders
to the command of the division temporarily.
This was another affair similar to Gilbert's
assignment to tho command of the Eight-
eenth Corps. On one occasion I told Col.
Woodruff that I didn't believe he was a
Brigadier-Genera- l, notwithstanding the or-

der assigning him, to the command of the
division. Unfortunately, I did not push the
point with higher authority, whose duty it
was to ascertain if persons claiming to be
Generals really had any such commissions
or not. For two months Col. Woodruff exer-
cised the command of Brigadier-Genera- l,

and was so styled in orders. After the battle
of Stoues's River it became somewhat essen-
tial to ascertain his real military status,
when it was discovered that he was neither
a Brigadier-Gener- al or an officer of any
grade.

The Army of the Cumberland was Boon
marching from Bowling Green to Nashville.
Kosecrans had to see that the Louisville &
Nashville Railroad was repaired, the tun-
nels near Mitchellsville and Gallatin having
been destroyed by Morgan's men. It re-

quired some weeks to completely repair this
road, so as to make it reliable as a means of
supplying the Army of the Cumberland. In
approaching Nashville it was found that the
country up and down tho Cumberland from
that city was overrun with rebel squads of
cavalry, recruiting aud foraging parties for
the rebel army. Breckinridge and other
commanders held all tho eQuntry south ex-

cept Nashville, where a Federal force under
Gen. Negley was stationed. Some portions
of my command were Bent out from Edge-
field Junction and camps in that vicinity to
'break up and capture small parties engaged
in running mills aud collecting supplies, and
their success in this work drew a very com-

plimentary order from Gen. Kosecrans. One
agreeable peculiarity of Kosecrans, as a com-

mander, wfts to give credit in a public and
formal manner to all his subordinates who
deserved it, and to all men concerned in
meritorious services. He was generous in
his praise, and was not afraid to give good
measure.

It was about the 1st of December when
my brigade passed thiough Nashville. Gen.
Davis had joined the division and resumed
command. Col. Woodruff was assigned to a
brigade in the division. My first camp after
passing through Nashville wasatMr. Thomp-
son's farm, about seven miles south, on the
Franklin road. Some days afterwards it
was moved three or four miles east of that
to Mrs. Blackmail's place. There we re-

mained for several weeks, during which
Kosecrans was reorganizing and equipping
his army and preparing to move against tho
enemy, who were then known to be in force
atMurfreesboro. Their outposts covered tho
country between Nashville aud Murfreesboro
as far north asNolensville and La Vergne.

It was towards tho end of December, 1SG2,

that Kosecrans finally issued orders for tho
Army of the Cumberland to move on Mur-
freesboro. The history and official reports
on this campaign aro so numerous and so
leliabio generally that they will supply all
detailed information to thoso who desire it
I purpose only to teU what I personalty saw
and knew aud what my brigade did. From
our camp at Mrs. Blackman's my brigade
moved about the 2Sth of December aloug the
road thiough a fine farming country towards
the Nolensville pike. Rain was falling in
torrents, and occasionally the clouds would
open long enough for the sun to appear for
a few moments. Gen. Wharton, of the Con-

federate service, commanded a cavalry bri-

gade near Nolensvillo, and his videts were
scattered for three or four miles north of
that village for the purpose of observing our
movements. There was a constant clatter of
small-arm- s between the pickets and videts
of the Confederates and our advauce parties,
and occasional cannonading on our sido
against mounted piutios of Confederates, be-

fore wo reached Nolensville. I remember
particularly ouo horseman who wsts hemmed
in by our troops and the fences so that he
could not return to his command. He gal-

loped up and down roads for some time in
trying to effect his escape. Attaching too
much importance to this individual, Ilotch-kis- s

had uulimbered his whole battery and
was firing at him. He finally surrendered,
and was brought to me. He was a handsome
and genteel person, who gave his name as
Dennis, of Mobile, Ala. He complained to
mo about the immense force brought to bear
on him to secure his surrender or death, and
remarked that he had never before heard of
a whole battery being opened on one videt
I acknowledged tho justice of his criticism,
and admitted that it did seem rather ridic-

ulous.
About a mile south, of Nolensville the pike

crosses a ridge through a depression, on
either side of which is a round hill or knob.
North of this gap is a cultivated field, along
the cast sido of which was the pike. The
ridge bears off to the i ght and left from the
knobs in a southwesterly and southeasterly
direction. The ridge itself, with the knobs,
forms as fine a military position to hold
against an attack as I ever saw in an open
country. The gap is known as Knob Gap.
It was then held by Wharton's cavalry and
several pieces of artillery. For either attack
or defense, as it stood, unfortified, it was ad-

mirable. Davis's Division had to attack
it. It was my part to move directly
over the open field described above in
the face of a direct fire of artillery and of
Wharton's cavalry dismounted and con-

cealed behind trees. Hotehkiss's battery was
brought into action in tho road and threw
shells into the gap. My brigade was formed
into lino parallel to the enemy's position,
and the command, "Forward!" given. The
field had been plowed late in the Fall,
and the rains had converted the soil into
sticky mud. Each man seemed to lift on
his shoe a square foot of mud three inches
deep at every step. A cross fence had also
to be climbed. While the men were doing
this the rebel shells and shot were thrown
directly into the fence, bieaking rails into
splinters, and scattering the pieei--3 in every
direction. After crowing the fence the com-

mand " Charge ! " was given. We were then
within about 100 yards of the gap, where
the battery and the dismounted cavalry were
firing into our line. The charge wa3 made
in the most gallant manner, but quietly.
Col. Alexander, 21st 111., and Col. H. C. lies,
were monnted, and reached the guns of the
enemy before their regiments. The brigade
carried the gap and captured two of the poin fc of observation in the world

TIIK ENEMY VLED.

Not an officer or man failed to do his duty
that day. They realized all my expecta-
tions, and I doubt if a more gallant and
successful charge was made during the war
than that at Knob Gap on that wet Decem-
ber day in ISftJ. Col. Woodruff's Brigade
wa3 to my right, and Post's to my left. Ent
no attempt was made to preserve connection
with either of those brigades. Gen. Davis,
in his official report, wrote in a very com-

plimentary manner of the conduct of my
brigade on this occasion.

This was the first engagement of the war
in which the infantry regiments of my com-

mand had sustained loss by death. At
Fredericktown, Mo-O- et. 21, ldfJl, the killed
of my own immedLTQ coinmaud belonged
to the 1st Ind. Car., and they lost their lives
in executing an order of Col. Plummer,
who, in my opinion, had no right to give it.
Considering the strength of the enemy's
position, and tho distance over which they
were compelled to pass under fire of artillery
and small-arrasTvithou- fc any protection from
undulations of the ground, tiees, or other

very sgiall in number.
At Perryville, though the brigade was under
the fire of a battery while advancing over
open ground for more than a mile, not a man
was killed. Up to this time we had enjoyed
the excitement of war without any of its
horrors, except that of passing over battle-
fields won by our own army and strewn with
the dead and wounded of both. It was a
sad experience to sec bravo and good young
men torn, bleeding and dying. A young
man, or rather a boy, named Koss, belonging
to the 3Sth IU., was the first I now remem-
ber, who died from a wound inflicted by a
piece of shell. His stepfather, Rev. Jacob
Reed, was Chaplain of the regiment.

To be continued.

CHICK AMAUGA.
A Correction In Regard to RcjnoWs'd Division.
To the Editou: By accepting the statement

of a distinguished oflicer, which was mado in
good faith, but under a misapprehension of tho
facts, I did great injustice to Gen. J. J. Bey.
nolds in tho article on Chickatnauga printed
in your last issue. Whilo the paragraph in
question was printed mainly to show the dis-

ordered stato of tho field after the break iii tho
liue on the second day, and without a thought
of its rcllectiug on Gen. Reynolds, tho facts are
so at variance with the correct; version of the
matter as to do serious wrong. The statement
was as follows:

"For a time after Wood's withdrawal allowed
Longstrcet to penetrate- tho center, and whilo
Gen. Thomas was giving his entire attention to

his right, au incident occurred
ou tho left never beforo made public, aud on
which, for a brief space, hum: the fate of the
army. Boynolds, who had not as yet been able,
after the break, to connect with Brauuau, rode
over to Palmer and Bnird on his left, and in-

formed them that in A is judgment the entire
right Avas broken, aud suggested that Palmer,
as senior officer, should assume command, ami
march tho left threo divisions to Rossvillo.
Beforo a decision was reached, Longstrcct's
treiucudous onslaught against the right made
its presence and its stability luauifest, and the
left xemaiucd."

What Gen. Reynolds did suggest was that,
as tho enemy seemed to have mainly with-
drawn from the front of Baird, Johnson, Palmer
and Reynolds, an exploration of the front
should bo mado to determine whether tho
onemy was still thero in force, and if ho was
not, then, that Gen. Palmer should asainne
command of the left and hurl it by tho right
upon the flank of the troops assaulting Thomas's
newly-cstablish- cd right.

Tho wide difference between this proposition
aud the ouo first printed needs no comment to
show tho iujustico done.

I regret this mistako more kecn.y because of
the most honorable mid vitally important part
which Gen. Reynolds's Division bore in both
days' batslcs. For several hours on tho first
day his right was unsupported, and, though
heavily assaulted, was never driven from tlio
field. Throughout the second day his right
also stood alone, aud never moved from posi-

tion under tremendous attack, except as it was
thrown back slightly to face the fiank of Long-street- 's

columns when they pierced the lino
after Wood withdrew. Toward tho clo-- e of tho
b'lttlo his division win the one- - selected by
Gen. Thomas to clear the road over which ho
intended to move tho left preparatory to occu-
pying Rossville. From the lirt hour to tho
last Gen. Reynolds held his division in solid
Ehapo and did telling work. U. V. Boyxtox.

Wasiiixgtox, March lo, 1K35.

A flood 2Iemori.ir.
To the Editor : Each number of your val-

uable paper brightens anew the memories of
20 years gone by, when I wore " tho bluo" ou
the" march and on tho battlefields of the South-
land. C. L Thomas, Belvidcro, N. Y.
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Himtiiig,

WE ARE COMING,,

Grover Cleveland, a 300,000
More."

EVERYBODY CONFIDENT.

Much More So Than They Will
be in a Month.

Viewed from the Washington standpoint
every man is a present or prospective office-seek-er.

The passion for a place and a regu-
lar salary seems as univetsal as the appetite
for another fellow's cigars, or the yearning
to fiuibh the story which some one else haa
begun.

Probably there are some men in the world
who do not think they could manage any
woman better than the man who is married
to her. There may even be some so diff-
ident and self-distrustf- that they do not
believe they could conduct a newspaper in
a way to make its editor sadden and sicken
at the practical illustration of his short
comings.

But the most prolonged and searching
scrutiny of the National horizon from the
sninmit of Washington Monument the

does not reveal a single man who docs noS
believe that the Government's service wonld
be greatly improved by putting him into
office, with a much larger salary than he
has ever been able to make outsids of office.

QUECK, ISX'T IT?
Novels, political histories, obituaries, and

other works of strong imagination, contin-
ually present to ns men of such retiring,
diffident natures that it requires pulling-pow-er

enpngh to run a 40-c- ar freight train
to get them to "consent to allow the use of
their names in connection " with an office.

Possibly in some remote and rustic parts
of the country there may exist such men,
just as there are actually said to be men
met with occasionally who have never rid-
den on a railroad, sworn an oath, or read
the reports of the Tilton-Beech- er trial. But
the normal American citizen i3 a very
patriotic man. He is exceedingly anxious
that the Government should have at ita
service the best quality of brains, honesty
and industry to be found. In all his wido
circle of acquaintances he can think of no
one richer than himself in those qualities.
He has been intimately acquainted with
himself for a number of years, amThe cats
speak with more certainty regarding his
own good points than of any other man's.
Being, a3 we have said, an eirnest patriot,
solicitous above all things tnat the Govern-
ment should be administered in the very
ablest manner, why 'should he not, at the
proper time, hasten to Washington and urge
with all the eloquence at his command that
a proper place be given to the best, ablest
and purest man he knows ?

HE HAS HASTENED.
Burning with a desire to inaugurate ths

work of official reform and get his name on
the pay-ro- ll at the earliest possible moment,
he has flocked hitherward with the rapidity
and enthusiasm of a swarm of grasshoppers
on discovering a fresh cornfield. Every cross-

road sent its picket, every post-offi- ce its
platoon, every village ita company, every
town its battalion, every city its brigade,
and every metropolis its army.

"I can't understand how the Republicans
managed to carry Illinois," said the weary
President, one midnight, recently, after in-

structing the footman that no more callers
were to be admitted. "Judging from the
number of Illinois Democrats who have
called on me with proofs of their herculean
labors during the campaign, I should hav
had a majority of a million in the State."

--m&&l. i

fifi VX OJA

The President is said to be the most pa-

tient listener ever known in Washington.
He can sit for hours, without a change in
the bright, expectant smile that he puts on
when a caller comes, and listeu to a steady
stream of talk that would bore a hole in a
rock.

THE WAGON"

that carries the President's mail is one of the
sights of the day. It presents an appearanca
somewhat like this:

S i V7;.SVrtf'
" ' z&'4 -- g s?3 y

'&
The tons of heavy white paper which aro

dumped down into the White House make a
splendid perquisite for tha servant who i

X


